Category A7: Observation of National Donor Sabbath in Support of Organ and
Tissue Donation
Category B2: Investing in and Encouraging Use of Clean, Renewable Energy
Category B4: Eco-Reformation and Renewing Creation Care Efforts
Category B5: Increase Funding for Suicide Prevention Research
Category B8: Supporting Mission Phebe Hospital through Photovoltaics
Category B9: Examining the Implications of Becoming a Sanctuary Denomination
Category B11: Time of Prayer and Worship Resources on Human Trafficking
Category B12: Gun Violence Prevention
Category B13: AMMPARO Strategy
Category B14: ELCA World Hunger and Child Nutrition
Category B15: Affirming Global Human Rights and Non-discrimination Based on
Sexual Orientation
Category B16: My Muslim Neighbor
Category D1: Gender Identity
Category D2: Voting Ratio
Category D3: Cultivating and Sustaining Accompaniment in Global Mission
Category D4: Youth Mission Trips

Category B7: Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery
ASSEMBLY
ACTION
CA16.02.04

YES-912; NO-28

To receive with gratitude memorials from the Alaska, Northwest Washington,
Montana, Southwest California, Rocky Mountain, Eastern North Dakota, South
Dakota, Minneapolis Area, Saint Paul Area, Arkansas-Oklahoma, Northwest
Wisconsin, East-Central Wisconsin, Indiana-Kentucky, Upstate New York,
Northwestern Pennsylvania, Metropolitan Washington, D.C., North Carolina and
Southeastern synods regarding the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery;
To repudiate explicitly and clearly the European-derived doctrine of discovery as
an example of the “improper mixing of the power of the church and the power of the
sword” (Augsburg Confession Article XXVIII, Latin text), and to acknowledge and
repent from this church’s complicity in the evils of colonialism in the Americas, which
continue to harm tribal governments and individual tribal members;
To offer a statement of repentance and reconciliation to Native nations in this
country for damage done in the name of Christianity;
To encourage the Office of the Presiding Bishop to plan an appropriate national
ceremony of repentance and reconciliation with tribal leaders, providing appropriate
worship resources for similar synodical and congregational observances with local
tribal leaders, at such times and places as are appropriate;
To direct the Domestic Mission unit, together with the American Indian and
Alaska Native community and ecumenical partners, to develop resources to educate
members of the ELCA and the wider community about the doctrine of discovery and
its consequences for Native peoples;
To direct the Domestic Mission unit to develop a strategy with the American
Indian and Alaska Native community during the next triennium to be referred to the
Church Council for action, including a mechanism to grow the Native American
Ministry Fund of the ELCA; and
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To affirm that this church will eliminate the doctrine of discovery from its
contemporary rhetoric and programs, electing to practice accompaniment with Native
peoples instead of a missionary endeavor to them, allowing these partnerships to
mutually enrich indigenous communities and the ministries of the ELCA.
Category B3: Toward a Responsible Energy Future

The Memorials Committee made the following motion.

Moved:

To receive with gratitude the memorials of the Saint Paul Area, Metropolitan New York,
Northeastern Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna and Northwestern Pennsylvania synods related to
climate change and fossil fuels;
To urge all ELCA members, congregations and synods to inform and educate themselves about
the effects of climate change through the lens of the “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice”
social statement, and to advocate for policies that reduce energy use and our dependence on fossil
fuels and encourage development of renewable energy sources as an expression of our commitment
to address climate change and caring for God’s creation;
To affirm the action of the 2013 Churchwide Assembly and subsequent action of the Church
Council in 2014 related to the development of revised or additional investment screens on fossil fuels,
and to support and commend ELCA members, congregations, synods, the churchwide organization,
and related institutions and agencies such as ELCA Endowment Fund and Portico Benefit Services
for their leadership efforts to invest in companies that are taking steps toward a sustainable
environment;
To affirm Portico’s balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and directives as
stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help transition to an economy less
dependent on fossil fuels. The approach includes:
1. shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental issues, including
150 resolutions in 2015),
2. focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and
3. ramping up positive social investments, such as investments in companies that develop solar,
wind and water power generation systems, repurposing waste products and reducing toxic
emissions;
To support the ELCA network of affiliated social ministry organizations with programs to address
unemployment caused by changing patterns of fossil fuel use, to advocate for retraining workers —
especially for renewable energy jobs, to advocate for programs that will support those in transition,
and to encourage congregations and ministries to address the resulting unemployment and poverty;
and
To urge ELCA members, congregations and synods to set measurable goals to reduce their
consumption of fossil fuels and improve their stewardship of energy resources, transition to renewable
energy sources and promote care for God’s creation.

Ms. Kim M. Winchell [North/West Lower Michigan Synod] made the following motion to amend.
Moved;
Seconded:

To amend the fourth paragraph of the motion by insertion and deletion:
To affirm Portico’s past balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and directives
as stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help transition to an economy less
dependent on fossil fuels. That approach includes has included:
1. shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental issues, including
150 resolutions in 2015),
2. focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and
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